 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, April 19, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  Helen Price Johnson, John Dean and Angie Homola; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor; Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, Ex-Officio Member; and, Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board.
Members Absent:  Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner.
Call to Order:  Chair Helen Price Johnson called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:15 p.m.  Captain James Thralls, MSC, U.S. Navy, outgoing Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital Oak Harbor, introduced Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, the new Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital Oak Harbor, who was in attendance and sitting in her first Board of Health meeting as the Naval representative and ex-officio member.  The Board welcomed Captain Lichtenstein and thanked her for her willingness to sit on the Board of Health.  The Chair presented Captain Thralls with a plaque thanking him for his participation on the Board of Health and his investment in promoting the health of Island County.
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no requests for changes or additions to the agenda.  
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the March 15, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Dean moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
Public Input or Comments:  The Chair invited public input or comments about subjects of a health related nature that were not on today’s agenda.  The were no requests to address the Board.
Island County Children’s Commission Appointments:  

Keith Higman asked the Board to appoint Ms. Ashley Kutzley as a member of the Children’s Commission for a one-year term.  Mayor Slowik moved for the appointment and Commissioner Dean seconded.  The motion passed unanimously and the Chair thanked Ms. Kutzley for her willingness to serve on the Children’s Commission.

Presentation:  Children with Special Healthcare Needs 
Suzanne Turner RN, Director of Community & Family Health, introduced Melinda Kurtz, RN to the Board.  Ms. Kurtz told the Board that she works out of the Health Department’s South Whidbey/Bayview office and went on to elaborate on the programs that she provides, including Children with Special Healthcare Needs (CSHCN) for which she is the lead.  The CSHCN program serves Island County families who have a child age 0 to 18 with a special medical need with the goal of preventing further disability. Our nursing staff provides phone consultations for any health care questions and produces a bimonthly newsletter featuring best practices to interested parents or providers.  The Health Department also sponsors infant massage classes for these parents.  Ms. Kurtz went on to advise the Board of the other programs provided out of the South Whidbey office which include:  Childhood and Adult immunizations, ABCD Program (dental care for Medicaid eligible children ages 0 to 6), childhood lead level interventions to prevent cognitive declines, Tuberculosis monitoring and case management, needle exchange to prevent disease,  expedited partner treatment program to prevent STD spread, Hepatitis B & C monitoring, and participation in the South Whidbey Emergency Response Team.  
Resolution # HD-07-10 In the Matter of Proclaiming the Month of April 2010 National County Government Month Emphasizing a Healthy Island County.  Keith read the proposed Resolution into the record which acknowledges the nation’s counties for their contributions to America’s healthcare system and recognizes their national organization, National Association of Counties, for representing county governments in the United States.  Commissioner Homola thanked the Chair and Director Higman for bringing this Resolution forward and moved for approval.  Commissioner Dean seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Contracts:
Keith Higman presented the following contract for consideration:

1.   Keystone Ecological LLC – Professional Services/Nearshore Protection Priority List
      Contract No. HD-06-10
      Contract Amount:

$         4,800
Commissioner Dean moved that the contracts be approved as presented.  Commissioner Homola seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
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Health Department Report:  Keith Higman, Health Services Director, reminded the Board that they will meet in Special Session on April 27th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the CHAB/Children’s Commission Annual Health Hero meeting at the Coupeville High School Performing Arts Center for the Linda Lee Martens Health Hero Awards and Children’s Commission Awards.  A second reminder that the 5th Annual State of Island County Children and Youth Summit will be held on April 30th from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Coupeville Recreation Hall.  This is an opportunity for community partners and stakeholders to discuss programs, issues and outcomes.
Mr. Higman went on to report that the Governor and State Legislature have finally agreed on a State Budget.  It includes some additional revenues but also many cuts.  At this time, there is very little feedback on what that specifically means to public health although he is anticipating that there definitely will be program funding cuts.  Mr. Higman went on to share information prepared by Trust for America’s Health, a non-profit health organization, which is trying to define some of the ramifications of the Healthcare Reform Act.  It is clear that there is a high priority on prevention and early intervention to reduce negative health outcomes and this is consistent with public health’s philosophy.  A discussion followed on data collection requirements as required by federally funded programs. 

Mr. Higman reminded the Board that they had agreed to be the policy council for the ACHIEVE Initiative, a grant funded community coalition to promote healthy lifestyles in Island County.  The ACHIEVE coalition will be presenting their ‘Call to Action Plan’ draft to the Board of Health Work Session on May 5th and then, with the Board’s permission, will present that Plan at the May 17, 2010 Regular Board of Health Meeting.  The Board was supportive of that action and schedule.

At the conclusion of Mr. Higman’s report, Mayor Slowik advised the Board that, for the 5th year in a row, the City of Oak Harbor as received the Association of Washington Cities’ Well City Award and for that acknowledgement, receives a 2% reduction in their health care premiums.  
Adjourn:  There being no further business, Chair Price Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:04 p.m.  The next Board of Health meeting will be a Special Meeting/Joint Meeting with Community Health Advisory Board and Children’s Commission to be held on April 27, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. at the Coupeville High School Performing Arts Center.  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Health will be held on May 17, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room (B-102).
Submitted:___________________________                  Minutes approved this 17th day of May 2010

                Roger S. Case, MD                                        ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
                 Executive Secretary to the Board







            _____________________________________






           Helen Price Johnson, Board Chair
