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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

JUNE 22, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners convened in Regular Session at 11:00 a.m. on June 22, 2009 for a Roundtable with Elected Officials and Appointed Department Heads, held in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room, Annex Building, 1 NE 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington.   Other topics for the Regular Session followed at 2:00 p.m. as shown on the agenda.  
Roundtable WITH  Island County

Elected OFFicials  AND APPOINTED DEPARTMENT HEADS

Elected Officials and Appointed Department Heads Attending:
	Greg Banks  
	Sharon Franzen  - Excused 
	Dave Mattens  - Excused 

	Robert Bishop – Excused
	Jackie Henderson – Excused
	Mike Merringer – Excused

	Mark Brown
	Keith Higman
	Bill Oakes

	Cathy Caryl 
	Angie Homola – Excused
	Helen Price Johnson 

	Sheilah Crider 
	Betty Kemp 
	Linda Riffe 

	John Dean 
	Larry Larson 
	Dan Sherk 

	Judy Feldman – Excused 
	Elaine Marlow
	


Also Attending

Maggie Lyen, Chief Deputy Clerk

Anne LaCour, Chief Deputy Auditor

Auditor

Ms. LaCour noted that the State Auditor began its work this morning.  For efficiency she asked that if staff cannot answer questions, if they do not understand what the Auditor is looking for, or are finding it impossible to have the information available within three working days to please contact her. The objective is to complete the audit within six weeks.  The Entrance Conference has not yet been scheduled.
Budget Director

Ms. Marlow mentioned that the budget process will begin again in July with worksheets distributed about the second week of the month and due back to her the end of August.  Budget workshops will tentatively begin the second week of September. 

Central Services

· The mail room will be short staffed for one week.  
· Ms. Caryl is conducting a study on the possible reduction in cost with Blackberries and will advise of the result via a spreadsheet.  She suggested using Blackberries for long distance calls.   
· The department is continuing its work with the website.

· Ms. Caryl is working on what is hoped to be an affordable option of hardware that would archive all incoming and outgoing e-mail.   Discussion ensued about how the system would work and options with respect to individual departments.

Clerk

Ms. Lyen reported that a vacant part-time position in her office is currently posted.

Commissioners

· The Board is participating in the evaluations of the Planning Director applicants.  It is unclear when a decision will be made as to who to hire for the position but the process is moving forward. 
· A reminder about the next Retreat scheduled June 23 with the focus on restructuring and the subsequent steps in that direction.
· A thank you to Department Heads and Elected Officials who participated in the public forums. The Board received a great deal of positive feedback from the public.
Facilities
· The department remains shorthanded, especially with its night crew, so everyone’s patience is appreciated.
· In the effort to reduce energy costs Mr. Sherk hopes for voluntary compliance from employees concerning non-use of personal electronic equipment.  He also reminded everyone to turn off at night computers, printers, copiers, and the like.  Mr. Sherk will report to the Board in September any savings recognized from the effort between now and then.
GSA
Ms. Kemp reminded the assembly about the need to stay on top of L & I claims filed by staff. She is not receiving incident accident reports or a copy of the claim itself and is learning instead about the filed claim after receiving notice from the Department of Labor and Industries.
Human Resources

Mr. Larson provided notice that his office will be short staffed with the upcoming vacation of Ms. Wood.  

Prosecuting Attorney

· The office was the recipient of federal grant funding to help restore vacant positions created by the budget shortfall, both one-year positions.  
· The Alexander murder trial is back before the Supreme Court and Mr. Banks will once again argue that case. 

Public Works

Mr. Oakes reported that the summer construction season is ramping up with a lot of activity attributable to the money received from stimulus funds and one of the largest paving preservation projects experienced in several years.
Sheriff
Sheriff Brown talked about the recent burglary of a patrol vehicle on Camano and suggested that County vehicles, at night, be secured.

Treasurer
Ms. Riffe reminded everyone that funds received are to be deposited with the Treasurer’s office each day.
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCED
Chairman Dean announced that the Board would recess then meet at 12:00 p.m. in Executive Session as allowed under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) to review the qualifications of the applicants for Planning Director.  The Executive Session would take place in the Administration Building, Conference Room #116, 1 NE 7th Street, Coupeville, would last about one hour, and potentially there could be an announcement at the 2:00 p.m. meeting of the Board.

Roundtable adjourned at 11:40 a.m.  The next Roundtable is scheduled for July 27, 2009  at 11:00 a.m.

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met at 2:00 p.m. to consider items contained on the agenda.  John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member attended.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows: 

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, PAYROLL, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers  (War)  #s 313536-313875……….....
	$455,393.36

	Electronic Fund Transfers.…………………….
	$20,096.77

	Payroll dated…………………………………...
	June 15, 2009


CORRESPONDENCE

Letter to USDA Rural Development supporting the Whidbey Island Processing Committee’s 2009 Value Added Planning Grant application for USDA funding to create a feasibility study for assistance in the decision-making process and financial analysis for solutions improving agricultural infrastructure
EXTENSION SERVICES
Grant Agreement with WA State Dept. of Ecology for Coastal Zone Management funds for Northwest Straits Project – Marine Resources Committee Action and Administration; Contract No.: G1000001; Amount: $240,000 (RM-WSU-09-0242)
Amendment to Grant Agreement with National Fish & Wildlife Foundation for Island County Shoreline Restoration project at Cornet Bay to move budget between tasks; Contract No.: 2006-0180-009; Amount: no change (RM-WSU-09-0229)
GSA PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Public Hearing Scheduled – July 6, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.
Ordinance No. C-77-09 Amendment to Leasing Provisions of the Island County Comprehensive Procedures for Sale or Lease of Surplus County Property; the proposed ordinance would revise Island County Code to allow leases to governmental agencies through negotiation basis rather than only through a public auction process  (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board)
HUMAN RESOURCES

Personnel Action Authorizations 
	Department
	PAA #
	Description
	Position #
	Action
	Eff. Date

	Auditor
	046/09
	Accountant Deputy Auditor
	202.01
	Replacement Position Revised
	06/16/09

	Sheriff
	063/09
	Deputized Officer
	4014.22
	Replacement Position Revised
	07/01/09

	Facilities
	071/09
	Custodian, Working Supervisor
	903.00
	Replacement Position 
	08/03/09

	Superior Court
	072/09
	Family/Juvenile Ct Case Coordinator .50
	1413.00
	Personnel Action (Reduce Hours)
	07/01/09

	Prosecuting Attorney
	073/09
	ParaLegal/Legal Assistant I, .50 fte
	1813.01
	Replacement Position 
	Upon receipt of Grant Funds

	Prosecuting Attorney
	074/09
	ParaLegal/Legal Assistant I .75 fte
	1813.01
	Personnel Action (Increase Hours)
	07/01/09 or upon receipt of Grant Funds

	
	
	
	
	
	


PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Amendment No. 1 to Grant Agreement: G0800327 with WA State Dept. of Ecology Shellfish Protection District (SPD) Contract to amend task # 4, authorizing septic rebates, no change in grant amount or completion date (RM-PLAN-09-0200)
Amendment No. 1 to Grant Project Agreement with WA State Recreation & Conservation Office for Strawberry Point Protection Assessment: Acknowledgment of approved extension to the deadline of the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (RCO) contract for Strawberry Point Project #06-221N. The amendment extends the project completion date from 8/31/09 to 1/31/2010.
PUBLIC HEALTH

Out-of-State Travel Request – Environmental Health Director to attend a special training by National Association of County & City Health Officials (NACCHO) to enhance local public health’s capacity to prepare for public health emergencies.  Training to be held in Billings, Montana July 16-17, 2009 and all expenses of attendance to be paid by NACCHO.
Contract with WA State DSHS – WorkFirst.  Contract continues program to provide a public health nurse’s evaluation of children with medical, developmental or behavioral problems to assist DSHS in determining parent’s level of ability to take part in WorkFirst activities.  Contract No. 0963-65888;  Contract Amount:  $2,000 (RM-HLTH-09-0245)
Contract with WA State DSHS – Apple Health for Kids Outreach.  Continues program to work with parents and guardians to enroll eligible children to receive medical program benefits.  Contract No. 0963-66413; Contract Amount:  Fee for Service (RM-HLTH-09-0257)
Lease with Bayview Corner LLC.  Health Department lease of Bay 16 of Bayview Corner at 5603 Bayview Road, Langley, WA.  Lease term is 7/1/2009 through June 30, 2011
Purchase Order No. 8956 to Barbara Lyter/Photo+Graphics.  Partnership with North Whidbey Parks & Recreation to fund printing of a recreation resource guide; Amount: $3,000  
Contract Collection Agreement with Whidbey Island Bank for On-Site Repair Financial Assistance Program (Morse) 

Contract Collection Agreement with Whidbey Island Bank for On-Site Repair Financial Assistance Program (Dahl) 

PUBLIC WORKS
County Roads

Resolution C-78-09/R-31-09  In the Matter of Approving Plans & Specifications and Authorizing Call for Bids for 2009 Camano Island Overlays; CRP 09-01, Work Order No. 460 (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)
Resolution C-79-09/R-32-09 In the Matter of Approving Plans & Specifications and Authorizing Call for Bids for 2009 Whidbey Island Overlays; CRP 09-02,Work Order No. 461 (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)
Resolution C-80-09/R-33-09 In the Matter of Approving Plans & Specifications and Authorizing Call for Bids for ARRA Funded Roadway Preservation – Whidbey Island; CRP 09-04, Work Order No. 463 (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)
Purchase Order No. 9204 Aggregates West, Inc.; Crushed Rock for Coupeville and Bayview Shops; $16,170.57 (incl. WSST)
Agreement Island County & Tom Nelson; Stormwater Mitigation, Lot 12, Block 3, Division 6, Holmes Harbor Golf & Yacht Club; Sec. 3, Twp 29N, R 2E. (RM-PW-09-0237) (PW-0920-106)
Public Hearing Scheduled - July 13, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.
Franchise #375 – Transfer of existing sewer collection system (#271-D. Miranda) to Randall Sittner; Greentree Drive, Plat of Greentree; Sec. 16, Twp 30N, R 2E (RM-PW-09-0238) (PW-0920-105)
Public Hearing Scheduled - July 13, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.
Franchise #333 – Sewer collection system; portion of Holmes View Drive and East Harbor Road; Plat of Saratoga Beach, Division No. 5; Secs. 14/23, Twp 30N, R 2E (RM-PW-09-0206) (PW-0920-93)
Bid Award – Whidbey Scenic Isle Way Gateway Monuments; CRP 08-08, Work Order No. 157; Award to L. W. Sundstrom, Inc.; $106,418.50.
Parks

Purchase Order No. 05092 – FETCH for solar panel and well installation at Marguerite Brons Memorial Park; Amount: $7,000 (PW-09-2097) (RM-PW-09-0216)
Solid Waste
Amendment No. 2 – Island Recycling (D. Campbell); Time extension to August 31, 2009; Change to performance of work. (RM-SW-09-0240) (SW-03-0011)
LIQUOR LICENSES
Letter Request for 20-day Extension for Approval of Liquor License No. 091623 by FETCH for a special occasion to be held on August 8, 2009 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at an enclosed area, 5697 Casper Ct., Langley
New Application for Liquor License No. 357256-3D by Waldron Smokehouse Specialties, Inc., - Vinton John Waldron and Charisse Annette Waldron, d/b/a Seabolt’s at Deception Pass, 40928 SR 20, Oak Harbor, WA  98277-7945
Application for Special Occasion Liquor License No. 090125 by the Whidbey Island Pony Club for a special occasion to be held July 10 & 11, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight at an enclosed area of farmland at the corner of Zylstra & Sweetbriar Lane, Oak Harbor
Letter Request for 20-day Extension for Approval of Liquor License No. 091296 by the Whidbey Camano Land Trust for a special occasion to be held July 19, 2009 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Four Springs Preserve, 585 Lewis Lane, Camano Island 
REGULAR AGENDA

Appointments or Reappointments to Boards and Committees

CAMANO ISLAND MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
By unanimous motion the Board re-appointed Theresa Fletcher and Terry Benham to the Camano Island Mosquito Control District Board of Trustees, both with terms to expire January 1, 2011.

Human Services

RESOLUTION C-81-09 REVISION TO PROCEDURES FOR PROVIDING RELIEF TO INDIGENT VETERANS 

Proposed Resolution C-81-09 authorizes the veterans assistance program to be administered by the Human Services Director, revises policies and procedures, and dissolves the Veterans Assistance Review Committee.

As background Mr. Pfannenstiel, Veterans Services Coordinator, commented that the County considered ways to enhance benefit delivery to indigent veterans.   Toward that end the VARC was removed from approving claims which streamlined the process by about two weeks; instead, Mr. Pfannenstiel reviews the requests for sufficiency.  A $500 bank account was established so emergency funding could be disbursed when needed and added were fuel and food vouchers.  The program would provide for more predictability, reliability and access for indigent veterans.  

Thanks went to Mr. Pfannenstiel for his work to help with the regulations, to the VARC for their years of service, and to Commissioner Homola for her suggestion and leadership in moving the program to Human Services.
By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-81-09 Revision to Procedures for Providing Relief to Indigent Veterans.
LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO THE MEMBERS OF THE VETERANS ASSISTANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE
The Veterans Assistance Review Committee was the body that reviewed applications prior to the program being moved to Human Services.  
By unanimous motion the Board approved signature of letters of appreciation to the members of the Veterans Assistance Review Committee for their years of service.
VETERANS ASSISTANCE CLAIMS

By unanimous motion the Board denied Veterans Assistance Claim No. V9-11 and approved Veterans’ Assistance Claim No. V9-12 in the amount of $410.09 as recommended. [emergency financial assistance to eligible veterans; names and specific circumstances are confidential]
Planning & Community Development
RESOLUTION C-82-09 [PLG-011-09] IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT IN SUPPORT OF ORDINANCE C-36-09, AN ORDINANCE THAT ESTABLISHED INTERIM DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS IN THE CAMANO GATEWAY
Following public hearing on May 19, 2009 the Board re-affirmed the interim development regulations for the Camano Gateway.  The proposed Findings of Fact support the interim control and time is of the essence for approval.
By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-82-09 [PLG-011-09] In the Matter of Adopting Findings of Fact in Support of Ordinance C-36-09, an Ordinance Establishing Interim Development Regulations in the Camano Gateway. (GMA No. 10293)
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED
Mr. Higman requested the Board schedule a public hearing to consider amendments to the fee schedule for building permits.  He said on average the schedule represents a 1-1/2% increase in building permit fees that would align the fees collected in the fee based program to be 100% cost recovery.  The Board was asked to consider adoption of a fee schedule that now revises the schedule back to the model of using the 1997 Uniform Building Code methodology for calculating the fee.  Some fees increase while others are reduced.  A significant change to the schedule is a proposal that work conducted without a permit would be charged a double fee to discourage such activity.  Prior to the public hearing, he said, staff will conduct outreach to those who have an interest in the fee schedule and encourage participation in the suggested July 6 date.  The SICBA was notified on both the land use side of the equation as well as the building permits.
Andy Griffin commented that dating back to 1992 the Board has based the County’s fee schedule on the Uniform Building Code.  When mistakes in the fee schedule were realized corrections were made by referring to the 1997 table and using that table as the calculation for the new schedule.   The method provided by the International Code is a formula wherein staff would calculate all costs and determine what the projected permit valuation would be, arriving at a number to base the fee schedule on.   That process was not followed, however, because the practice was not the legislative intent.   
Mr. Higman added that what is being proposed is not far out in front of what the Uniform Building Code suggested should be the fee 12 years ago.  The table is now constructed to populate with an accurate calculation.  His opinion is the fee schedule brings the County close to the cost of doing business but each year the costs will need to be re-evaluated.
By unanimous motion the Board approved scheduling a public hearing:
Public Hearing Scheduled – July 6, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.
Resolution C-83-09 PLG-010-09; In the Matter of Amending Planning & Community Development Building Permit Fee Schedule 
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Planning & Community Development

RESOLUTION C-74-09 [PLG-008-09] IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LAND USE PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
At 2:30 p.m. Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to consider Resolution C-74-09 [PLG-008-09] In the Matter of Amending Planning & Community Development Land Use Permit Fee Schedule.  The proposed resolution would increase land use permit fees a minimum amount in order to partially cover rising costs of operation.
Mr. Higman, Interim Planning Director, said that both the Planning and Building Departments are driven by fee revenue as the source of funding to respond to applications.  The exercise conducted when considering the increases was to look at each of the land use fee categories and evaluate the average cost of responding to those applications.   There was an attempt made to understand investment in terms of not only the professional planner staff support but also admin support, the creation of files, mailing of letters, postage, and then indirect costs of operating the organization to house people in buildings and provide desks and computers.  About one-third of the fee categories for land use fees are proposed to be revised, all but one are proposed to be increased, one is proposed to be decreased, and the other 60-70% of fees are not proposed to change because the exercise resulted in an understanding that the fee collected was in the ballpark with respect to the level of effort extended to respond to the application.  
The way the fee is calculated for a land use application, he said, depends upon the incremental fees that are charged by all three of the departments that review such applications.  Most land use applications have a Public Health and Public Works review process and each of those departments establish their own fee that is part of the fee schedule and is considered in terms of the total fee charged.  Mr. Higman reviewed the schedule changes for the Board and assembly and also identified five suggested revisions due to math errors.
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment.

Cory Ertel, Government Affairs Director with the SICBA, 3410 W. 7th Street, Anacortes.   Mr. Ertel commented that SICBA members expressed a concern that the fee schedule represents a significant increase in fees in terms of the 25 fee increases including three new fees as opposed to one fee reduction, adding to roughly $15,000 in overall fee increases.  Additionally, 13 of the fees double, nine of those by 150% or more.  The timing of the increases is alarming due to the current economic climate.  SICBA requested the Board consider delaying the fee increase until there is evidence of an overall economic recovery.  Mr. Ertel, on behalf of the membership, also suggested instead increasing the fees incrementally.  Mr. Ertel would be happy to work with the Board, should it decide to hold off on a decision today, to allow an opportunity for his organization to meet with staff to work on a more acceptable schedule.
Scott Yonkman, 4367 North Vanderwell Road, Oak Harbor.   Mr. Yonkman is a home builder and remodeler by profession for nearly 30 years on Whidbey, is immediate past president of SICBA, a State Board Director Member for the Building Industry of Washington, and currently serves on the Island County Planning Commission.  He encouraged the Board to take its time when considering raising any type of fee that would possibly discourage revitalization of the building industry.  At a minimum he requested a deferral of any increase until the economy recovers.    He believes the action could be counter-productive.  
Don Carscadden, 4967 Harbor Hills Drive, Freeland.  Mr. Carscadden believes the Board should look ahead to the overall affect of a fee increase.  His business, as a crane operator, is contingent upon the construction industry and currently the situation is a difficult one with the economy.
Gary Wray is the owner of Laser Construction and Development Inc., 1153 American Lane, Coupeville.  Mr. Wray spoke on behalf of Habitat for Humanity and the difficulty the organization and affordable housing will experience should the increased fees be imposed.  Most increases will add to the cost of land.
There being no further public comment the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the hearing.
At Chairman Dean’s request Mr. Higman explained the need for the increases. 
In his opinion staff has done everything possible to address reductions in revenue while still maintaining critical functions.  There is one plans examiner remaining on Whidbey, two people are responsible for handling building inspections, leaving two planners working short range planning where a year ago there were 4-1/2 planners.  Mr. Higman commented that the public is not pleased about how long it takes to process an application.   The proposal to increase fees, he said, is the first in a long time, possibly 10 years, at trying to understand the cost of delivering services and collecting an appropriate amount of revenue to cover costs.  If the budget of Planning & Community Development is not shored up then more people will lose their jobs to the point where there will be no one to respond to the volume of applications received.   Mr. Higman provided and briefly spoke about a fee comparison reflecting Island County versus Skagit, San Juan, Jefferson, Thurston, and Snohomish Counties.
Commissioner Homola said the situation is not the same as it has been in the past and the Board must think about how it does business today and in the future and how to provide services.    The Board, she said, did consider raising fees incrementally and thought about the fees collected in surrounding counties.  Incremental fee increases will be imposed for the future, this is merely the first step in an attempt to get to a place where the County can conduct business.
Commissioner Price Johnson commented that what has become apparent to her is that the volume of building permits has been subsidizing the development of land in Island County and that is not fair.  Land development should pay for land development as far as staff is concerned.  If there are not sufficient resources to cover staff time to do the work then no permits will get through.  The proposal makes good sense to her and she appreciates the care staff took in not proposing a blanket increase.  The Commissioner is mindful of the economic times but supports the revisions in that two-thirds of the fees are not changing at all and the remaining fees are now more in line with the actual cost of what is needed to provide services.  If the increases are not implemented then the Board will need to draw from the general fund which includes the Sheriff and public safety and those resources are stretched as far as possible in her opinion.
Chairman Dean commented if the decision to increase fees is delayed then the Planning Department will be forced into a negative budget before the end of 2009.   While he agrees this is not the best time for such an increase, a delay is not an option because the County is in a serious financial situation.  Without some sort of increase staff will not be able to process permits and that too harms the housing industry.

Chairman Dean re-opened the public comment portion of the hearing to allow Mr. Yonkman an opportunity to provide additional remarks.
Mr. Yonkman commented that he and others appreciate the hard work of County staff and are grateful that the County has tightened its belt.  He also offered on behalf of the building industry to help with producing information that may help in the Board’s decision.
Chairman Dean closed public comment.
Commissioner Homola moved to approve Resolution C-74-09 [PLG-008-09] In the Matter of Amending Planning & Community Development Land Use Permit Fee Schedule with the five suggested revisions to address math errors on Exhibit A, lines 15, 18, 35, 40, and 52, seconded by Commissioner Price Johnson.

Commissioner Homola thanked everyone for their participation.  She indicated that she is on the State Building Code Council so encouraged questions or comments from the building industry.

Chairman Dean called for a vote, unanimous decision of the Board to approve Resolution C-74-09 [PLG-008-09] with the suggested revisions.  (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board) 

Public Works -  County Roads
FRANCHISE #218R – MARINERS’ COVE BEACH CLUB, INC. FOR RENEWAL OF EXISTING WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
Chairman Dean opened a public hearing at 3:13 p.m. to consider Franchise #218R with Mariner’s Cove Beach Club, Inc. for renewal of an existing water distribution system.

Mr. Oakes explained the franchise is a renewal for an existing water system in the Plat of Mariner’s Cove.  The franchise was reviewed by applicable departments and staff recommended approval.

Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment and there being none public comment was closed.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Franchise #218R with Mariners’ Cove Beach Club, Inc. for renewal of an existing water distribution system in the Plat Of Mariners’ Cove, Division No 3; Sec. 2, Twp 32N, R 2E (RM-PW-09-0190) (PW-0920-81)
FRANCHISE #353 WITH SWANTOWN WATER DISTRICT FOR AN EXISTING WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICE

At 3:15 p.m. the Chairman opened a public hearing to consider Franchise #353 with the Swantown Water District for an existing water distribution service.

Mr. Oakes said the franchise is one for an existing water distribution system in the Plat of Whidbey Country Club, Divisions No. 1-3, Sec. 4, Twp 32N, R 1E in the vicinity of Fairway Lane between Swantown Road and Fort Nugent Road.   The franchise was reviewed by applicable departments and staff recommended approval.

Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment.

Mary Ellen Moses, 1215 SW Swantown Avenue, #44, Oak Harbor.   She questioned discrepancies in the documents she reviewed concerning the franchise.  Ms. Marlow clarified for Ms. Moses that the documents before the Board included the information  SE quarter of Sec 4/5, Twp 32 N, R1E.   Mr. Oakes referred Ms. Moses to the map attached to the franchise for an explanation of the roads involved, both County and private.  He explained that a franchise from the County’s point of view is not a right to do business which was a concern of Ms. Moses, it is the ability for a utility to use County property to route systems and provide services to customers.
There being no further public comment the public comment portion of the hearing was closed by the Chairman.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Franchise #353 with the Swantown Water District for an Existing Water Distribution Service.   (RM-PW-09-0211) (PW-0920-95)
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Price Johnson mentioned that she will bring to a Wednesday Work Session the topic of convening a citizens committee to consider funding possibilities for 2010.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCED

Chairman Dean announced that the Board would recess then meet in Executive Session at 3:40 p.m. as allowed under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) to resume discussions about qualifications of the applicants for Planning Director.  The Executive Session will take place in Room #116, Administration Building, 1 NE 7th Street, Coupeville and will last approximately one hour.   It was unknown at the time if an announcement was expected in open session.

No public announcement was made at 4:40 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned. 
There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. following Executive Session. The Board will meet next in Regular Session on July 6, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
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