Island County Well Represented in Olympia
For the past three months, County Commissioner Helen Price Johnson has represented Island County in Olympia working with 38 other counties and state legislators to help local governments find legislative solutions to better meet the needs of its citizens and to save money. A member of the Washington State Association of Counties’ (WSAC) Legislative Steering Committee, Commissioner Price Johnson attended meetings every other week, participated in committee work sessions, testified on proposed legislation and regularly met with legislators. 

 “Working through the broader county family, we were able to collaborate on important topics of mutual interest, identify common goals and then advocate for our local issues,” said Commissioner Price Johnson. “Getting adequate funding in the transportation budget for the Mukilteo ferry staffing was important to me. Also there was a bill which came from a Beverly Beach resident which passed allowing “golf cart zones” to be created in areas with a speed limit of twenty-five miles per hour or less."

This year, the Washington State Legislature adopted the following bills that benefitted county services and operations, which were signed into law by the Governor: 

• Substitute House Bill (SHB) 1653 – clarifying the relationship between the Growth Management Act and the Shoreline Management Act 

• Engrossed Substitute House Bill 3179 – providing some flexibility within existing revenue sources 

• SHB 1591 – providing flexibility with transportation benefit district revenue and project lists 

• Senate Bill (SB) 6209 – allowing county road funds to be used for park and ride lots 

• Substitute Senate Bill 6611 – provides additional time for local governments to update their Growth Management Act comprehensive plans 

• SB 6367 – allowing counties to direct public records requestors to their website for public records 

The WSAC Legislative Steering Committee (LSC) sets annual legislative priorities for the non-profit Association of county officials. For the past two years, the LSC has focused primarily on more flexibility in local decision making so that unique community needs can be met with limited financial resources. Most counties in Washington have seen revenue decline as a result of the recession, putting a strain on many services and in some cases causing elimination of programs. 

Other 2010 legislative priorities included: 

• Flexibility within Existing Revenue 

• Flexibility within Existing Grant/Loan Programs 

• Eliminating Certain State Mandates 

• Investing in Local Government Efficiency and Effectiveness 

• Financial Assistance to Maintain Current Levels 

• New Local Revenue Authorities for Specific Community Needs 

The LSC is co-chaired by Commissioner Todd Mielke, Spokane County, and Commissioner Steve Stuart, Clark County. For more information about the committee’s work visit http://www.wacounties.org/wsac/legcenter.asp . 

WSAC is a private, non-profit organization that provides its members research assistance, professional training, legislative advocacy, and a forum for discussing matters of common concern to counties. Members include the elected commissioners, council members and executives of Washington ’s 39 counties.
