County Addresses Coupeville School Board re Levy Error
Island County Assessor Dave Mattens and Island County Commissioner Helen Price Johnson addressed the recent $158,000 levy error with the Coupeville School Board at the Board’s May 10th meeting. Though the levy error will be corrected in next year’s tax collections, the school district is depending on those revenues to balance their budget for the 2010-11 school year and a stop-gap measure is needed. Mattens described the legal constraints the County has in responding to this situation and assured the District that steps are being taken to prevent future mistakes. The School Board then took action to pursue a line of credit and submit a claim for the expenses associated with the loan to the county. They agreed to draw upon the funds only as necessary. Coupeville School District Business Manager Janet Fisher had made preliminary inquires about a line of credit with two local banks and will have firmer numbers soon. Once actual costs are identified, then the process for county reimbursement can begin. Commissioner Price Johnson assured the School Board that the County will work with Superintendent Patti Page to minimize the impact of this situation to the school district.
